
Songwriting Works and Key City Public Theatre are pleased to announce…. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Melanie Dewey, Judith-Kate Friedman  
July 5, 2017  songwritingworks@gmail.com  360.385.1160  

“Life’s a Song” - Multi-media Concerts Celebrate Olympic Peninsula Life and Songwriting in Two 
Performances at Key City Public Theatre July 21st and 22nd.  

Five Generations of Jefferson and Clallam county neighbors are represented in this eclectic 
acoustic event featuring Award-winning local Singer-Songwriters and the release and premiere 
of the video “HomeTown.”  

Port Townsend, WA –– A new locally-made album is on the horizon and it’s first homegrown single 
“Hometown” will be released in a concert and celebration of Olympic Peninsula community 
songwriting on July 21 and 22 at Key City Public Theatre.  Songwriting Works’ “Life’s a Song” trio 
of award-winning songwriters will perform original songs and stories co-written with Jefferson and 
Clallam county neighbors ages twelve to one-hundred-and-three in a multi-media celebration 
of local humor, history, and heartfelt song. 

Concerts will take place on: 
Friday evening 7/21 at 7:30pm and Saturday matinee 7/22 at 2:30pm at Key City Playhouse. 
The Playhouse is located at 419 Washington Street off Monroe St. in downtown Port Townsend and 
is wheelchair accessible.   
Tickets, available through the Key City Box Office and online are $20 general admission and $10 
students/fixed income with a “pay as you wish” option on Saturday.  
For those unable to get to the theatre, the concert will also stream live over the internet via 
Concert Window (Details at concertwindow.com/songwritingworks). 

AWARD-WINNING MUSICIANS with a UNIQUE INTERGENERATIONAL PROJECT:  
The “Life’s a Song” trio is comprised of Judith-Kate Friedman of Port Townsend, Keeth Monta 
Apgar of Marrowstone Island and Ash Devine who returns for the summer to Port Townsend from 
her roots in Asheville, NC. All three are nationally touring award-winning singer-songwriters 
dedicated to Songwriting Works’ mission of “restoring joy, hope, health and community through 
song.” Their concert will feature songs composed collaboratively in Port Townsend, Sequim, and 
Port Angeles in community, classroom and care center projects.  In its 10-year history in Port 
Townsend, Songwriting Works has worked with more than two dozen composers, videographers 
and performers, to lift local voices to regional, national and international audiences. In addition 
to the trio, many of the region's most beloved songwriters, including Matt Sircely, Aimée Ringle, 
Laurence Cole, Daniel Deardorff, and Paula Lalish, among others, have been involved in the 
collaborative community songwriting process.  Community elders, retirees, families and youth 
have all participated in different configurations.  

“HOMETOWN” - LOVE SONG TO A SALISH SEA TOWN - PREMIERES on 7/21:
Hanna Rose Trailer was a teenager at Jefferson Community School when she, her classmates 
and community elders Bill Mawhinney and Martha “Marty” Richards co-wrote “Hometown” an 
anthemic folk/pop love song.  In 2015, in the days following her graduation, Hanna joined 
Judith-Kate to record and produce the song for the “Life’s a Song” album.  “We were lucky to 
be able to capture a classic moment in life - where one’s path and the lyrics and mood of a 
song come together with so much truth and poignancy.  Hanna was newly graduated and 
only in town for the summer before leaving for college. We literally made the 
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video on the day before she left for Oregon.” says Friedman.  “I had just received a fellowship 
from the Jubilation Foundation that could support our taking intergenerational mentorship one 
step further in our community. We brought Hanna - and artists she invited including Alanna 
Shaladra Dailey (vocals) and Tomoki Sage (drums) - into the studio to record the song at George 
Rezendes’ Toolshed Soundlab. We knew we wanted “Hometown” to be the first single from the 
“Life’s a Song” album and that making video had become the way to get the music out. 
Everything came together magically.” Videographer Gabe van Lelyveld of Whaleheart 
Productions directed the video and offered mentoring to Mikayla Hemsley, then a sophomore at 
JCS, who served as 2nd camera.  Poet Bill Mawhinney provided the spoken word parts, Keeth 
Apgar added rhythm guitar and Daniel Deardorff served as vocal arranger, working with 
Hannah, Alanna and Judith-Kate on trio harmonies.  “Hometown” was later mixed by Friedman 
and Orville Johnson who added dobro and bass.  Johnson, well known to Port Townsend 
audiences for this concerts and teaching with Centrum, produced the forthcoming “Life’s a 
Song” album.  Filming took place on a quintessential summer day on the Sound - shot on location 
on Hanna’s dad’s sailboat, and at Port Townsend's Chetzamoka Park, Haller Fountain Steps, Kai 
Tai Lagoon and Cappy’s Trails.    

FIVE GENERATIONS REPRESENTED in ECLECTIC MUSICAL STYLES:  In addition to “Hometown,” the 
“Life’s a Song” concerts will feature songs composed by residents at Seaport Landing, Victoria 
Place, Life Care Center of Port Townsend, Dungeness Courte and Discovery Memory Care in 
Sequim and at the Port Angeles Senior Center as well as at community gatherings.  Audio and 
video of participants past and present will be included in the multi-media show. “Composing 
songs with people who’ve never written songs before can lead to wonderfully surprising and 
very authentic music because everyone is expressing their essence in words, images and 
melodies without the constraint of rules or “how it should be done,” describes Friedman. “We 
write in the Oral Tradition bringing people together with professional songwriters who care about 
community. Every facilitator is trained to listen closely and elicit what matters most and springs 
most naturally from people. So we create contexts in which the natural musician within 
everyone can jump in - regardless of a person’s age, health situation or where they are at that 
moment in their lives.”

GROWING LOCAL SONGS FOR ALL AGES: Songwriting Works’ first projects on the Olympic 
Peninsula were part of Northwind Arts Center’s Arts to Elders programs and focused on serving 
those 60+ in greatest need of music and connection. As Songwriting Works become an 
independent 501c3 non-profit in 2009 and received support from the National Endowment for 
the Arts to establish local programs and train professional songwriters, its programs took root 
and began to broaden in the region - with projects in Edmonds and Seattle as well as other locations 
on tour.  Programscurrently include a focus on using music to serve and support families facing 
memory loss, and, on the other end of the age continuum, bringing songwriting into the Port 
Townsend School District and creating  Community MusicTeams™ songwriting and 
improvisation opportunities for all ages at coffeehouse and community locations.  Most recently, 
Songwriting Works has further expanded its regional programming by producing True Colors and 
the city-wide Make Music Day - Port Townsend festival.  To learn more about Songwriting Works 
visit: www.songwritingworks.org or contact: songwritingworks at gmail dot com  (360) 385-1160. 

“We all hunger for stories, both the telling and the hearing.  They are how we come to 
make sense of the world. When stories are told and songs sung, the generational 

differences disappear.  Now, late in the game, these elders’ gifts to us are their stories. 
Our gift to them is to listen, with respect and care, and to midwife those stories into birth 

as songs.”
--Paula Lalish (apprentice facilitator at Songwriting Works 2009-10)
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